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table in Cambridge, England, January,
1825.     When I arrived at the last word  I
was seized with a tremor that made it diffi-
cult to proceed,    I, however, summoned up
strength to finish the work, and then, walk-
ing about the room, I soon recovered."   This
may be a faint echo of Gibbon's celebrated
passage, but it is inherently truthful, and
marks  the effect upon him of a sustained
purpose, brought, after a score of years, to
completion.    The Dictionary was published
three years after his return to America, and
passed through one revision afc Mr. Web-
ster's hands in 1840.    He was still at work
upon  it when he died, in 1843.    It is fair
to look to the preface of a great work, espe-
cially   of one which seems to admit  little
personality, for an account of the motives
and aims of  the workman.    In following
the lines of Webster's preface we discover
the principles which we have already noted
stated anew and with increasing confidence.
He gives reasons why it had become neces-
sary that an English dictionary should be
revised to meet the exigencies of' American
as distinct from English life, and he says
finally: " One consideration, however, which